
 

 

Conservation Advisory Council 

Minutes of August 4, 2014 Meeting 

Village Hall 

 

Chairperson Robert Liebman called the meeting to order at 7:45 P.M. 

 

Members present: 

Chairperson Robert Liebman 

Alison Bisbano 

 

Minutes: 

Approve minutes of May meeting 

Bob: I looked over the minutes.  They look good.  Say that the plans for the site visit were discussed. 

Alison: I’ll make that one change and then submit the May minutes. 

 

Natural Resource Inventory: Status update 

Alison: I called the Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Board of Westchester County and left a voice 

message.  I also called the Bedford Conservation Board and they will have somebody return my phone 

call.  I scheduled a time with Paula to come in and look at the Natural Resource Inventory binder.  I sent 

an email to NYSACC’s office manager asking for help in locating example Natural Resource Inventories. 

Bob: Bedford has done an Open Space Inventory.  They have a full membership plus associates.  NYSACC 

has a list of CACs on their website. 

Alison: How would we use that list? 

Bob: You need to find a town that discusses an NRI on their website.  I can forward you the link via 

email. 

Alison: I have a question regarding speaking with a planner to determine if the Westchester County NRI 

maps would suffice for development projects.  It is: What do you mean by “speak with a planner”? 

Bob: I mean the building department office.  Try Nanette Bourne.  The NRI map by the county should 

not be used for development projects.  We need expertise, someone you hire. 



 

 

Alison: We can think about hiring someone for the next budget year. 

Bob: Yes.  I saw a vegetative NRI.  It can be done throughout a couple of years.  You get someone to 

collect data, then the committee members write the NRI.  We need someone to do the field work to find 

out information about plants and animals.  We would need to ask permission to look at and observe on 

private property.  Public space that is undeveloped natural land is Marsh Sanctuary, Leonard Park, and 

Kisco Mountain.  We can contact a university to see if there are any graduate students that have an 

interest in doing a master thesis on this topic. 

Alison: Also I conducted a search for “natural resource inventory methods New York State” which 

brought me to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation Service’s website. 

Can you use the Natural Resource Conservation Service website? 

Bob: Check the DEC.  I think that is the best bet. 

Alison: I will wait to receive the returned phone calls. 

Bob: Keeping up an Open Space and Natural Resource Inventory is the key item that a CAC can 

contribute to a town.  The conservation councils that surround Mount Kisco are among the most active 

in New York State. 

 

Conferences: 

 Westchester Climate Change Summit 

Alison: I signed up to attend. 

Bob: There is a big talk at 9:00 A.M. on September 12, 2014.  The FCWC website posts the 

agenda.  A climate scientist from NASA is speaking.  There are three panelists.  We can write 

a one page memo with some recommendations. 

 2014 Conference on the Environment 

Bob: I don’t have any news on this. 

 

Planning Board Items: 

Boys and Girls Club of Northern Westchester: Proposed subdivision 

The Planning Board minutes were reviewed. 

Bob: The Planning Board will decide formally if the proposed subdivision will be a positive or 

negative declaration.  The Planning Board is the lead agency in terms of SEQR.  The next step 

is to determine if an EIS, the Draft and Final, is required. 



 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Alison Bisbano 


